xvi                      GENERAL PREFACE.

on the divinity of the Semitic literature by the Germans,
and, secondly, by recent discoveries of science, which
are hastily supposed to be inconsistent with our long-
received convictions as to the relations between the
Creator and the created.

One of the consequences of the Divine government
of this world, which has ordained that the sacred pur-
poses should be effected by the instrumentality of
various human races, must be occasionally a jealous
discontent with the revelation entrusted to a particular
family. But there is no reason to believe that the
Teutonic rebellion of this century against the Divine
truths entrusted to the Semites will ultimately meet
with more success than the Celtic insurrection of the
preceding age. Both have been sustained by the highest
intellectual gifts that human nature has ever displayed ;
but when the tumult subsides, the Divine truths are
found to be not less prevalent than before, and simply "be-
cause they are divine. Man brings to the study of the
oracles more learning and more criticism than of yore:
and it is well that it should be so. The documents will
yet bear a greater amount both of erudition and exami-
nation than they have received ; but the word of Groci is
eternal, and will survive the spheres.

The sceptical effects of the discoveries of science, and
the uneasy feeling that they cannot co-exist with our old
religious convictions, have their origin in the circum-
stance, that the general body who have suddenly become
conscious of these physical truths are not so well ac-
quainted as is desirable with the past history of man. As-
tonished by their unprepared emergence from ignorance
to & certain degree of information, their amazed intelli-